
Financial Aid 

Planning:  

Getting started 

WHS, November 2023

Let’s get ready to 

rumble!



Hello everyone! 

Before we get started, please 

answer the questions to the 

pre survey

https://forms.gle/XekbqLJHGbvcKFFk7
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZW1iZWRkZWRXZWJzaXRlIiwiZHJhZ2dhYmxlcyI6W3siaWQiOiJkcmFnZ2FibGUwIiwidHlwZSI6Imljb24iLCJpY29uIjp7ImlkIjoiZGVmYXVsdC1jaXJjbGUifSwiY29sb3IiOiIjRDUxRDI4In1dLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVTaXplIjoxMi41NSwiZW1iZWRkYWJsZVVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZG9jcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2Zvcm1zL2QvZS8xRkFJcFFMU2R2Y0NuSURYSHY4Vzl6SEhTdmxLelMtanNIdWRzMDA3NUFRZ2VLODVNSmdOMTVPUS92aWV3Zm9ybT92Yz0wJmM9MCZ3PTEmZmxyPTAiLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDMwMjUyNjc4ODMyOTMwMTU2MzAiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFCc3VTMDlCVmVtampCaUlpLXhTMjV3bk5pSEV3NnNCTnhwd2hnZXdfVWpFIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWVtYmVkZGVkV2Vic2l0ZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTM0N2Q3NGE1ZmNfMV85MiIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMUJzdVMwOUJWZW1qakJpSWkteFMyNXduTmlIRXc2c0JOeHB3aGdld19VakUvZGNiMDhmZWItOTM3ZS00Zjc0LTg1YmMtN2M1YjlmODBkOTgwIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Lesson Objectives 

By the end of this session you will:

1. Believe in the importance of completing a financial aid application 
for your post-secondary planning (life after high school).

2. Understand the differences between the FAFSA and CADAA and 
know what information is required for each form.

3. Compare the affordability of different post-secondary options.
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Applying for 

Financial Aid 

is a Step in 

Financial Planning
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Importance of Completing FAFSA/CADAA

● Can help pay for community college
○ Certificate programs
○ Associate degree programs
○ Transfer to 4-year college or university

● Can help pay for vocational training schools
● Can help pay for university

○ Bachelor degree
More 

education = 
Increased 

earning 
potential 

$$$$$
All seniors must complete FAFSA, CADAA or 
opt-out form.  
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You are not alone in the financial aid process.
We are here to support you!



Types of Financial Aid Forms
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FAFSA
(Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid)

CADAA
(California Dream Act 

Application)

You fill out 
one form only- 

FAFSA or CADAA

*CSS Profile: Additional application  for some colleges



Which Form Do I Need?
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FAFSA CADAA

● U.S. Citizen 
● Permanent Resident 
● Eligible non-citizen 
● T Visa holder

● Student w/undocumented status
● Have a valid or expired DACA 
● U Visa holders 
● Have Temporary Protected 

Status (TPS)

*CSS Profile Required for These Schools 

https://profile.collegeboard.org/profile/ppi/participatingInstitutions.aspx


Documents Needed to Complete the FAFSA or CADAA

FAFSA
For you AND your parent/s
❏ Social security number (parent, 

if applicable)
❏ Federal income tax return from 

the previous tax year
❏ Cash, savings and checking 

account balances
❏ Any benefits from certain 

programs (SSI, SNAP, 
Free/Reduced Lunch, TANF, 
CalWORKS, WIC)

CADAA
For you AND your parent/s
❏ Federal income tax return from 

the previous tax year
❏ Cash, savings and checking 

account balances
❏ Any benefits from certain 

programs (SSI, SNAP, 
Free/Reduced Lunch, TANF, 
CalWORKS, WIC)
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Steps Needed to Complete the FAFSA or CADAA

FAFSA
1. Create an FSA ID. 

You will receive an email 
confirmation from the Social 
Security administration once
 your ID has been verified.

2. Go to the FAFSA website and 
begin your application. 

CADAA
1. Visit the CADAA website and 

click on “first time user.”
2. Answer the questions 

regarding the SSN.  Note:  A 
DACA number is not a SSN.

3. Answer questions regarding 
AB540.

4. Start the application. 
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STUDENTS MUST SUBMIT THEIR CADAA/FAFSA BY APRIL 2ND FOR 
CAL GRANT ELIGIBILITY, BUT MANY SCHOOLS HAVE EARLIER DEADLINES.

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing
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What Happens After You Submit

1. Fill out CA Dream Act

3. Colleges

3. Colleges

2. Governing 
bodies of fin. 
aid 

2. Governing 
body of fin. 
aid 

4. Receive fin 
aid award 
letters

4. Receive fin. 
aid award 
letters
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1. Fill out FAFSA



Sources of Financial Aid 

(need-based, which depends on income and other wealth)

Federal 
Government

-Grants
-Loans
-Work Study

State 
Government

-Cal Grants
-Middle 
Class 
Scholarship
**Cal Grant 
GPA**

Institutional 
Aid 
(from the 
college you 
attend)

-Grants &
Scholarships
-Loans

You apply for these by 
submitting the FAFSA 
or CA Dream Act 
applications in your 
senior year (Dec 
1-Mar. 2). Required 
for all CA students.

https://www.csac.ca.gov/middle-class-scholarship
https://www.csac.ca.gov/middle-class-scholarship
https://www.csac.ca.gov/middle-class-scholarship


Sample Award Letter

Few colleges can offer 
100% of the cost of 
attendance. 

Apply for scholarships to 
reduce the gap.

Use the net price 
calculator now to estimate 
costs.
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After you receive your Financial Submission Summary (FSS), check your college 
application management/portal for an award letter.

https://www.smore.com/34b79


Sample Award Letter

Cost of Attendance

is $20,811.

Student has 
registration fees, 
books, & supplies 
covered—plus $1,034 
that can apply 
towards 
transportation 
costs.
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Community College



Comparison Shopping: 

Which Option Works For You?
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UC Merced Cañada College

Cost (Gap) $464 
[$5,500 loans; $5,000 work study]

$3,664 
[$0 loans]

Location Central Valley; small town Redwood City

Academics Your preferred major Your preferred major; 
preferential status for CSU/UC 

transfer

Size 9,000 5,200

Social Scene Live on campus
200 clubs; 12 sports teams; 

Yosemite, Fresno

Live at home
18 campus clubs; 5 sports teams; SF, 

SJ



Financial Aid Planning Timeline

At home: 

Gather 

Documents & 

complete this 

Worksheet

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Attend a 

Financial Aid

Workshop & 

submit your 

FAFSA/

CADAA!

After you 

receive award 

letter(s), follow 

up with college 

advisors, 

counselors, etc.

Special Circumstances: If you do not live with your 

biological parent(s) or have more questions, speak to your 

college & career advisor.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qMxBebI0M4YU3_URHszODxL3WIuT3CH-2ydoTzzlD90/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SjFe4B3KtQcD2J9dA-4IyDe_eTtLjE00gfSZ0hxYLHM/copy


CCC Workshops During Tutorial
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12/4, Mon (B) 12/5, Tue (A) 12/7, Thurs (A) 12/8, Fri (B)

4y Apps (C6) 4y Apps (C6) 4y Apps (C6)

SMCCD 
Community 

(B17)

SMCCD 
Community 

(B17)

SMCCD 
Community 

(B17)

4y or 
SMCCD 

Community 
(B17)

FSA ID (C5) FSA ID (C5) FSA ID (C5) FSA ID (C5)



Before you leave, please 

answer the questions this 

post survey 
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You can knock 

out 

FAFSA/CADAA!

https://forms.gle/2m4JWTrpNfh1aSbj6
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZW1iZWRkZWRXZWJzaXRlIiwiZHJhZ2dhYmxlcyI6W3siaWQiOiJkcmFnZ2FibGUwIiwidHlwZSI6Imljb24iLCJpY29uIjp7ImlkIjoiZGVmYXVsdC1jaXJjbGUifSwiY29sb3IiOiIjRDUxRDI4In1dLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVTaXplIjoxMi41NSwiZW1iZWRkYWJsZVVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZG9jcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2Zvcm1zL2QvZS8xRkFJcFFMU2NFbzE0Nlo0SVVaekdOTUZPZ0NkaXlVOTZMdU41ampLYk9xczFGVGllQjJvWVI0Zy92aWV3Zm9ybT92Yz0wJmM9MCZ3PTEmZmxyPTAiLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDMwMjUyNjc4ODMyOTMwMTU2MzAiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFCc3VTMDlCVmVtampCaUlpLXhTMjV3bk5pSEV3NnNCTnhwd2hnZXdfVWpFIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWVtYmVkZGVkV2Vic2l0ZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTM0N2Q3NGE1ZmNfMV8xMzgiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFCc3VTMDlCVmVtampCaUlpLXhTMjV3bk5pSEV3NnNCTnhwd2hnZXdfVWpFL2FjM2U0MWZiLWY0N2YtNDE3OS1iYzY5LTNiN2RlMjk1MzhiNSJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier

